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What Is the Early Years Foundation Stage?

« The guidance within the
framework ensures that all
educators can support the
learning and development of
young children in their setting.
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Early Years Statutory Framework

« Each early years setting will design
their own curriculum based on the
statutory framework requirements and
the children’s needs and interests.
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What Is the Early Years and Why s It
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« builds the essential foundations for

« promotes the value of high

« encourages effective communication

Important?

The early years:

children’s learning and development;

« promotes the significance of
play based learning;

quality interactions;

and collaboration between early years
educators and families.




The Power of Play

* Play is a key factor in how children learn
and create meaning.

« Children have the right to play and it
should be seen as a priority in the
early years.

» Play develops children’s cognitive
skills as well as social, emotional
and physical wellbeing.
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The Power of Play

‘Play is essential for children’s
development, building their
confidence as they learn to

explore, relate to others, set their

own goals, and solve problems.
Children learn by leading their own
play, and by taking part in play and

learning that is guided by adults.’

EYFS Framework, 2024
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Reflecting on Learning

What are children learning during their time in EYFS?

 story telling
 role playing
« creativity

» independence
 resilience
problem solving

- managing emotions / - _ ¢ communication

 self-regulation % and language

 building * new vocabulary
relationships  attention and listening

 early maths
« understanding of

the world around them
* curiosity

phonics

mark making/
pencil control
 early literacy
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Reflecting on Learning

What are children learning during this type of play?

They are learning to:

» pretend that one object
represents another.
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Characteristics of Effective

Teaching and Learning

Active Learning

Playing and Exploring

Creative and
Thinking Critically

Children will be learning to:

« participate in routines;

« correct their own
mistakes;

Children will be learning to:

 plan and think ahead; Children will be learning to:

) gwie j[hde'r OWQ thinking; * persevere even when » take partin pretend play;
make ln' ependent they find something » review their own progress;
choices; difficult. » solve real problems;

« demonstrate their own make links between ideas.
interests and fascinations.
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Areas of Learning

Communication Personal, Social Physical
and Language and Emotional Development
Development

These Prime Areas of Learning make up a crucial part in early
child development and form the foundations upon which all
further learning is built.

CPD 3 | Early Years
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Areas of Learning

Literacy Mathematics Understanding Expressive Arts
the World and Design

These Specific Areas of Learning give young children opportunities
to strengthen the prime areas and widen their knowledge of different
curriculum areas.

000
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Prime Areas

Communication and Language

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

3-4 years & Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens_ & Sehect and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This helps them to achieve a goal they
«  Canfind it difficult to pay attention to more than one thing at a time. have chosen, or one which is suggested to them.
*  Use a wider range of vocabulary. +  Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a community.
=  Understand a question or instrection that has two parts, such as “Get your coat and wait +  Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their setting.
at the door”. «  Show more confidence in new social situations.
*  Understand ‘why' questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat? #  Playwith one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas.
*  Sing a large repertoire of songs. «  Help to find solutions to conflicts and rivalries. For example, accepting that not everyane can be Spider-
- Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story. Man in the game, and suggesting other ideas.
- Develop their commenication, but may continue to have problems with irregular tences - Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are important.
and plurals, such as “runned’ for ‘ran’, ‘swimmed” for ‘swam’. « Do not always need an adult to remind them of a rule.
*  May have problems saying: some sounds: r, j, th, ¢h, and sh and multisyllabic words such «  Develop appropriate ways of being assertive.
as ‘prerodactyl’, ‘planetarium’ or “hippopotamus’ #  Talk with others to solve conflicts.
»  Use longer sentences of four to six words. & Talk about their feelings using wards like ‘happy’, “sad’, "angry’ or "worried’.
- Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a - Begin to understand how others might be feeling.
friend, using words as well as actions.
= Canstart a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for mary turns.
®  Use talk to organise themselves and their play: “Let's go on a bus... you sit there_. I'll be
the driver.”
Ilmpﬂun «  Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important. «  Seethemselves a5 a valuable individual_
«  Learm new vocabulary «  Build constructive and respeciful relationships.
*  Use new vocabulary through the day «  Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.
*  Askguestions to find out more and to check they understand what has been said to #  Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge.
them. «  1dentify and moderate their own feelings socially and emationally.
& Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-farmed sentences. #  Think about the perspectives of others.
*  Connect one idea of action to another using a range of connectives. *  Manage their own needs.
*  Describe events in some detail
= Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities explain how
things work and why they might happen.
*  Develop social phrases
*  Engage in story times.
#  Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding.
& Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as exact
repetition and some in their own words.
= Use new vocabulary in different contexts.
«  Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound.
& Learn rhymes, posms and Songs.
- Engage in non-fiction books_
#  Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new

Learning
Goals

knowledge and vorabulary.

HGITTS
Relationships

Self-Regulation

Managing Self

Listen attentively and d to - P 15mall group, class and one-to- | +  Show an understanding of their «  Beconfident to try new *  Work and play
what they hear with relevant one discussions, offering their own ideas, own feelings and those of others, activities and show cooperatively and
guestions, comments and actions using recently introduced vocabulary. and begin to regulate their independence, resilience and take turns with
when being read to and during =  Offer explanations for why things might behaviour accordingly. perseverance in the face of others,
whaole class discussions and small happen, making use of recently introduced | «  Setand work towards simple goals, challenge. *  Form positive
Eroup interactions. bulary from stories, ficti being able to wait for what they «  Explain the reasons for rules, attachments to
Make comments about what they rhymes and poems when appropriate. want and control their immediate know right from wrong and try adults and
have heard and ask questions to = Express their ideas and feelings about their impulses when appropriate. ‘to behave accordingly. friendships with
clarify their understanding. experiences using full sertences, including *  Give focused attention to whatthe | «  Manage their own basic peers.
Hold conversation when engaged use of past, present and future tenses and teacher says, responding hygiene and personal needs, *  Show sensitivity to
in back-and-forth exchanges with making use of 15, with modelli app! 1y when d dressing, going to the their own and to
their teacher and pesrs. and support from their teacher. in activity, and show an ability to toilet and understanding the others' needs.
follow instructions involving several importance of heaithy food
ideas or actions. choices.
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Development matters

LR

LR

Physical development

Continue to develop their movermnent, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and
ball skills.

Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet.

Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues.

Use large-miscle movements to wave flags and straamars, paint and make marks.

Start taking part in some group activities which they make up for themselves, or in teams.
are increasingly able to use and remember sequences and patterns of maovements which
are related to music and rhythm.

Match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting. For example,
they decide whether to crawl, walk or run across a plank, depending on its length and
wwidth.

Chooss the right resources to carry out their own plan. For example, choosing a spade to
enlarge & small hole they dug with a trowesl_

Collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving a long plank safely,
carrying large hollow blocks.

Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors.
Use a comfortable grip with good contral when holding pens and pencils.

Start to eat independently and learning how to wse a knife and fork.

Show a preference for a dominant hand.

Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed, for example, putting
coats on and doing up zips.

Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g. brushing teeth, using
the toilet, washing and drying their hands thoroughly.

Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and toothbrushing.

Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already acquired: rolling,
crawling, walking, jemping, running, hopping, skipping, climbing

Progress towards a more fluent style of moving, with developing control and grace.
Develop the overall body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility needed to engage
successfully with future physical education sessions and other physical disciplines
including dance, gymnastics, spart and swimming.

Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely
and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors,
knives, forks and spoons.

Usa their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at & table or sitting
on the floor.

Combine different movements with ease and fluency

Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside,
alone and in a group.

Develop everall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility

Further develop and refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking,
passing, batting, and aiming.

Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when engaging in activities that
involve a ball.

Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient.
Enow and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing:
regular physical activity, healthy eating, toothbrushing, sensible amounts of ‘screen time',
having a good sleep routine, being a safe pedestrian

Further develop the skills they need to manage the school day swecessfully: lining up and
queding, mealtimes, persanal hygiene

Negotiate space and obstacles safely, |«  Hold a pencil effectively in preparation

with consideration for themselves. for fluent writing — using the tripod grip
and others. in almost all eases.

Demonstrate strength, balance and *  Usearange of small tools, including
coordination when playing. scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery.
Move energetically, such as running, #  Begin to show accuracy and care when
jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping drawing.

and climbing.




Development matters

s:::;? Mathematics Understanding of the World Expressive Arts and Design
3-4 years = Understand the five key concepts about print: = Fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them = Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. = Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to
- pint has meaning individually [subitising'). - Explore collections of materials with similar andfor different properties. represent something else even though they are not
- print an have different purpases = Recite numbers past 5. = Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary. similar.
- we read English text from left to right and fraem top te battom ®  Sayone number for each item in order- 1,2,3,4,5. . Begin to make sense af their awn lfe-sary and family's histary ®  Begin to develop complex stories using small world
- the narmes of the different parts of a boak - Knew that the last number reached when counting a small set of . Show interest in different ecupations. equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses ste
- PARE SEquEnding objects tells you haw marry there are in total [*cardinal principhe’). - Explore how things wark. - Bake imaginative and complex "small worlds” with
= Dewelop their phonological awareness, so that they can: = Show finger Aumbers’ up ts 5. - Plant seeds and care for growing plants. Blscks and construction kits, such a5 a ity with
-spot and suggest rhymes - Link nurnerali and amounts: for example, showing the right - Understand the key features of the life cyele of a plant and an anirnal. different buildings and a park.
- count or dap syliables in a word nurnbeer of objects ta match the numeral, up to 5. ®  Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural emvironment and all iving things. | = Explore diferent materials freely, in order to develop
- fecognise words with the 1ame initial sound, such as maney and mather = Experiment with their own symbols and marks s well & numerals. | »  Explone and talk about different forees they can feel. their ideas abaut how to wse them and what to make.
¢ Engage in sutended commriations about stories, leming new wocshulary Sohve real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5. = Talk abaut the differences between materials and changes they natice. *  Dewelop their own ideas and then decide which
= Use some of their print and letter knowledige in their earty writing. Far s Compare quantities using language: ‘mars thar, “fewsr than’ «  Continueto develop pesitive sttitudes about the differences batwesn pecple. raterials to use to express them.
scample: weiting 3 pretend shopping fist thart:starts 2t the top of the page; = Talk about and explone 20 and 30 shapes (for exampile, dncles, = Knowthat there are different countrias in the warld and talk about the differences they have *®  loin different materials and explore different textures.
wirite “m’ far Fiufmry. rectangles, triangles and cubaids) using infermal and rmathematical exparienced of ween in photos. - Create dosed shapes with continuous lines, and begin
= Write some or all of their name. language: ‘sides’, ‘cormers’; ‘straight’, flat’, 'round’. 10 e these shapes to represent objects.
= Write some letters accurately. s Understand pasition thraugh words alane — for axampls, “The bag = Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as
is under the table,” — with ne pointing. representing a face with a circle and induding details.
= Deseribe a familiar route. = Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud
= Discuss routes and locations, using wards fike in front of and RGeS
‘hehind’. = Show different emotions in their drawings and
®  hake camparisans between objects relating to size, langth, weight paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear etc
and capacity = Explore codour and colour-miking
= Select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for building, a triangular = Listen with increased attention to sounds.
prisen for & roof ete. - Respond ba what they have heard, exprédding their
w  Combine thapes to make new aned — an arch, & bigger triangle ste thoughtts and feelings.
= Talk about and identifies the patterns around them. For example: = Remember and sing entire sangs.
sripes on clothes, designs on rugs and wallpaper. Use informal - Sing the pitch of a tane sung by another persan [‘pitch
language like “pointy’, ‘spatty’, ‘blobs’ ete. riatch’).
= Extend and ereate ABAB patternd — stick, leal, stick, leaf. = Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up
= Notics and comect an errar in a repeating pattern. and down, down and up) of familkiar songs.
- Begin to describe & sequence of events, real or fictional, using - Create their own songs, or improvise a song around

words such as “first’, ‘then_." ane they krow.
=  Play instruments with increasing control to express

their feslings and ideas.

nwthn - Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them - Count objects, actions and sounds. - Talk about members of their immediate family and community. - Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to
= Blend sounds into werds, $o that they can read short wards made up of *  Subitise. = Name and describe people whe are familiar to them. express their ideas and feslings.
kriawr letter-sound :Ma—spmdmu_ - Link the: fufmber !'rmbﬂ [numrall with its cardinal rurmber value - Carmment ﬂﬂ'-ﬁtgé!. of farmiliar situations in the past. - Return o &nd build on their p‘!'n'builtt‘w, f!flﬂiﬂs
- Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for - Count beyand ten. - Cormpare and comtrast characters from stories, including figures from the past. ideas and developing their ability to represent them.
them. - Compare numbers - Draw information from a simple map. - Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and
- Read a few comman exceplion words matched 1o the school™s phonic - Understand the ‘one mare than/one less than” relation ship - Understand that some places are special to members of their community. skills.
programme. between consecutive numbers. - Recognise that peaple have different beliefs and celebrate special times in & Listen attertively, move to snd talk about music,
= Resd simple phrases and senences made up of words with known letter— = Explore the cornposition of numbers ta 10, - Recogrise same similarities and differences between life in this country and life in ather countries. expressing their feelings and responses.
spund comespondences and, whene necessary, & few exception words. Automatically recall nurnber bonds for numbers 0-10. - Explare the natural werld around therm, = ‘Watch and talk about dance and perfarmanee art,
= Re-read these books to build up their confidence in ward reading, their ®  Select, rotate and rmanipulate shapes in order to develop spatial ®  Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. expressing their feelings and responses.

fluency and their understanding and enjoyment.
Faorrn lower-gase and capital letters corractly.
Spell wards by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with
letter)s.

Write shart sentences with words with known letter-sound correspondences
uging & capital better and full stap.

Rle-resd what they have written to check that it makes dense.

Demorstrate *  Say asound for - Wirite
understanding of what wach letter in the recognisable
has been read to them alphabet and at betters, most of
by retelling stories and least 10 digraphs. which ane
narratives using their *  Read words carrectly

own wonds and consistent with farmed.
recently introduced their phanic = Spell words by
wocabulary. knowledge by identifying
Anticipate (whers sound-blending. sounds in them
appropriate] key = Read aloud and representing
events the sounds with
Use and understand and books that & letter ar
recently introduced are consistent letters.
wocabulary during with their phonic | = Write simple
discussions about knowledge, phrases and
stories, non-fiction, inchuding some sentences that
rhmes. and can be read by
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reasaning skills.

Compose and decornpase shapes so that children recognise a
shape can hive other thapes within it, just a2 rurmbers can.
Continue, copy and creste repeating patterms.

Compare kength, weight and capacity.

Have a deep understanding

Numerical Patterns

Verbally count beyand 20,

of number to 10,

Subitise [recognise quantities
‘without counting) up to 5.
Automatically recall (without
reference to rhymes,
counting or other aids)
number bonds up to 5
fincluding subtraction facts)
and some number bonds to
10, including double facts.

" the pattern of
the counting system.
Compare quantities up to
10 in different contexts,
recognising when one
quantity is greater than,
less than or the same a3
the ather Quantity .
[Explore and represent
|patterns within numbers.
wp to 10, including evers.
and odds, double facts and
how quantities can be
distributed equally

Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.
Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural workd around them,

Past and Present

Talk abgut the Fves aof
the people around
them and their rales in
saciety.

Kndaw some dimilarities
and differences
between things in the
past and now, drawing
on their experiences
and what has been
read in class.
Understand the past
through settings,
characters and events
encountered in books
read in class and
storvielline.

People, Culture and

Communities
Describe their immediate Explore the natural world
‘environment using around them, making

The Natural World

discussion, stories, non-
fiction texts and maps.
Know some similarities and
differences between
different religious and
‘eultural communities in this
‘country, drawing on their
and what has
béen read in elass.
Explain some similarities and
differences between life in
this country and fife in ather
countries, drawing on
knowledige from stories.

5
jpictures of animals and
plants,

Know some similarities
and differences between
the natural world around

their experiences and
what has been réad in
class.

Understand some
important processes and
ehanges in the natural
world anound them.

Sing in a group ar on their own, increasingly matching
the piteh and fellowing the melady.

Dewvelop staryline in their pretend play.

Explore and engage in music making and dance,
perfarming salo or in groups.

Creating with

Being imaginative
Materials e

Safely use and explare | = Irvent, adapt and
& variety of materials, recount narratives and
toals and technigues, staries with peers and
enperimenting with their teacher.
eolour, design, - Sing & range of well-
texture, form and known nursery
function. rhymes and song
Share their creations, - Perform songs,
explaining the process rhymes, poems and
they have used. staries with others,
Make use of props and and (when
materials when role appropriate] try to
playing characters in move in time with
narratives and stories. e




The Curriculum

The curriculum of each setting will be unique and will depend on many factors.

It will consider:

e children’s interests

CPD 3 | Early Years



We call it “Choosing time” in holly class, this is when the children are in provision

* Continuous Provision is set up permanently or for long periods & is accessible every day without adult
direction - e.g construction area, role play area, small world etc.

* Supports independent learning
* Allows learners to practice and apply skills independently

* Builds confidence, routine, and self-choice

* Enhanced Provision is Short-term (linked to a topic, skill, or assessment need)
* Planned by the teacher

* May include prompts, challenges, or extra resources
 Still encourages independence, but with more focus
* Targets specific skills or gaps

* Responds to current class needs or interests

These are called “Mountain Challenges” in Holly class!

CPD 3 | Early Years



Enquiry/Term topics in holly class

*  Term 1- What Makes Me Special?

»  All about them (name, age, family), identifying Likes and Dislikes, Feelings and Emotions, Similarities and Differences, Being Unique and Special,

Respecting Others
e Term 2 - What Is a Celebration?

*  Family Celebrations (birthdays, weddings), Religious and Cultural Celebrations e.g. Christmas Diwali, Special Clothes, Food, and Music, How

People Celebrate Around the World
+ Term 3 - Who Helps Us in Our Community?
*  People Who Help Us (e.g. doctors, teachers, police), Jobs and Roles in the Community, Visiting or Meeting Community Helpers
+ Term 4 - What Happens in Spring?

*  Signs of Spring, Changes in Weather, Plants Growing and Flowers Blooming, Baby Animals - egg hatching, Seasonal Clothing, Spring Activities

and Festivals e.g. Easter story, Pancake day - learning to write a list of instructions.
+ Term 5 - What Is Your Favourite Traditional Tale?

*  Well-Known Traditional Stories, Characters and Settings, Story Beginnings, Middles, and Endings, Re-telling Stories Through Role Play, Comparing

Different Tales, oral composition, adapting stories. Making gingerbread men
* Term 6 - What Do We Know About Our Planet?

*  Our local area comparing to other countries, Land, Sea, and Sky, Animals Around the World, Caring for the Environment, Our oceans - trip to

Bristol aquarium, Recycling and Reducing Waste.

CPD 3 | Early Years




Observation and Assessment

» There are three statutory assessment
points in the early years.



Paperwork/Evidence

The EYFS framework is very clear about how educators form their judgements
about children’s development.

« Evidence should be presented through professional
discussions about children’s progress.

« There is no requirement for physical
evidence to be collected.

» Educators need to spend time
interacting and engaging with
children.

CPD 3 | Early Years




We evidence :

&

evidenceme

Recording Observations

Handwriting sessions — Focus @simple
on handwriting families

Phonics - letter formation
sessions

Enquiry/topic writing

Name writing progression

Evidence of Provision — shared
on ‘Evidence me’ and wall
displays

Jigsaw (PSHE) floor book

Summative tracking of learning
and assessment

CPD 3 | Early Years O



The Enabling Environment

The environment plays a vital role in children’s learning and development in the
early years and is often considered ‘the third teacher’. To ensure an effective and
enabling environment, educators will carefully consider how they do the following:

. organise resources

create exciting
play spaces

provide a range
of resources

« enable hands-on exploration « make the most of the outdoors

CPD 3 | Early Years AN eX>)
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