


What Is the Early Years Foundation Stage?

• The Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) sets the standards for the 
learning, development and care of 
children from birth to five years in 
England.

• The guidance within the 
framework ensures that all 
educators can support the 
learning and development of 
young children in their setting.



Early Years Statutory Framework 

• The EYFS framework is a statutory document underpinning all 
EYFS settings.

• It provides clear guidance for educators offering a 
set of standards for learning, development and 
care of all children from birth to five years.

• The framework ensures educators follow 
a holistic approach to children’s learning 
so that children’s developmental needs 
are met.

• Each early years setting will design 
their own curriculum based on the 
statutory framework requirements and 
the children’s needs and interests. 



• promotes the value of high 
quality interactions; 

• encourages effective communication 
and collaboration between early years 
educators and families. 

• promotes the significance of 
play based learning;

• builds the essential foundations for 
children’s learning and development;

What Is the Early Years and Why Is It 
Important?

The early years:



The Power of Play

• Children have the right to play and it 
should be seen as a priority in the 
early years.

• Play is a key factor in how children learn 
and create meaning.

• Play develops children’s cognitive 
skills as well as social, emotional 
and physical wellbeing. 



The Power of Play

‘Play is essential for children’s 
development, building their 
confidence as they learn to 

explore, relate to others, set their 
own goals, and solve problems. 

Children learn by leading their own 
play, and by taking part in play and 
learning that is guided by adults.’

 EYFS Framework, 2024



Reflecting on Learning

• early maths
• understanding of 

the world around them
• curiosity

• managing emotions
• self-regulation
• building 

relationships

• story telling
• role playing
• creativity

• communication 
and language

• new vocabulary
• attention and listening

What are children learning during their time in EYFS?

• independence 
• resilience
• problem solving

• phonics
• mark making/

pencil control
• early literacy 



Reflecting on Learning

• develop a narrative;

• take on a role in play;

• take turns to talk;

They are learning to:

• problem-solve and negotiate;

• be imaginative and creative;

• pretend that one object 
represents another.

What are children learning during this type of play?

• use new vocabulary to tell a story;



Characteristics of Effective 
Teaching and Learning

Children will be learning to:
• plan and think ahead;
• guide their own thinking;
• make independent 

choices;
• demonstrate their own 

interests and fascinations.

Children will be learning to:
• participate in routines; 
• correct their own 

mistakes; 
• persevere even when 

they find something 
difficult.

Children will be learning to:
• take part in pretend play;
• review their own progress;
• solve real problems;
• make links between ideas. 

Playing and Exploring
Active Learning

Creative and 
Thinking Critically



Areas of Learning

Communication 
and Language

These Prime Areas of Learning make up a crucial part in early 
child development and form the foundations upon which all 
further learning is built.

Prime Areas

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development

Physical 
Development



Areas of Learning

These Specific Areas of Learning give young children opportunities 
to strengthen the prime areas and widen their knowledge of different 
curriculum areas.

Literacy

Specific Areas

Mathematics Understanding 
the World

Expressive Arts 
and Design



Development matters 



Development matters 



The Curriculum

• children’s past experiences

• children’s home settings

• the local area

The curriculum of each setting will be unique and will depend on many factors.

It will consider:

• community cultures and languages

• children’s needs

• parent’s needs

• children’s interests



We call it “Choosing time” in holly class, this is when the children are in provision
. 

• Continuous Provision is set up permanently or for long periods & is accessible every day without adult 
direction – e.g construction area, role play area, small world etc. 

• Supports independent learning

• Allows learners to practice and apply skills independently

• Builds confidence, routine, and self-choice

• Enhanced Provision is Short-term (linked to a topic, skill, or assessment need)

• Planned by the teacher

• May include prompts, challenges, or extra resources

• Still encourages independence, but with more focus

• Targets specific skills or gaps

• Responds to current class needs or interests

These are called “Mountain Challenges” in Holly class! 

.

Enhanced vs Continuous Provision



Enquiry/Term topics in holly class
• Term 1 – What Makes Me Special?

• All about them (name, age, family), identifying Likes and Dislikes, Feelings and Emotions, Similarities and Differences, Being Unique and Special, 

Respecting Others

• Term 2 – What Is a Celebration?

• Family Celebrations (birthdays, weddings), Religious and Cultural Celebrations e.g. Christmas Diwali, Special Clothes, Food, and Music, How 

People Celebrate Around the World

• Term 3 – Who Helps Us in Our Community?

• People Who Help Us (e.g. doctors, teachers, police), Jobs and Roles in the Community, Visiting or Meeting Community Helpers

• Term 4 – What Happens in Spring?

• Signs of Spring, Changes in Weather, Plants Growing and Flowers Blooming, Baby Animals – egg hatching, Seasonal Clothing, Spring Activities 

and Festivals e.g. Easter story, Pancake day – learning to write a list of instructions. 

• Term 5 – What Is Your Favourite Traditional Tale?

• Well-Known Traditional Stories, Characters and Settings, Story Beginnings, Middles, and Endings, Re-telling Stories Through Role Play, Comparing 

Different Tales, oral composition, adapting stories. Making gingerbread men 

• Term 6 – What Do We Know About Our Planet?

• Our local area comparing to other  countries,  Land, Sea, and Sky, Animals Around the World, Caring for the Environment, Our oceans – trip to 

Bristol aquarium, Recycling and Reducing Waste. 



Observation and Assessment

• Assessment in the early years is predominantly 
through ongoing observations and interactions 
while children are engaged in self-initiated 
play.

• Observations form part of a 
child’s learning journey.

• Caregivers should be given plenty 
of opportunity to share their own 
observations.

• There are three statutory assessment 
points in the early years.



Paperwork/Evidence

• There is no requirement for physical 
evidence to be collected.

• Evidence should be presented through professional 
discussions about children’s progress. 

• Educators need to spend time 
interacting and engaging with 
children.

The EYFS framework is very clear about how educators form their judgements 
about children’s development. 



In Holly class 

We evidence :  

• Handwriting sessions – Focus 
on handwriting families 

• Phonics - letter formation 
sessions 

• Enquiry/topic writing 

• Name writing progression

• Evidence of Provision – shared 
on ‘Evidence me’ and wall 
displays 

• Jigsaw (PSHE) floor book

• Summative tracking of learning 
and assessment 



The Enabling Environment

The environment plays a vital role in children’s learning and development in the 
early years and is often considered ‘the third teacher’. To ensure an effective and 
enabling environment, educators will carefully consider how they do the following:

• organise resources 

• enable hands-on exploration 

• create exciting 
play spaces 

• provide a range 
of resources

• make the most of the outdoors 



Holly class
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