
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1066 AD: .  

 Key Figures in Anglo-Saxon Britain 

 

King 
Vortigern 

The king left in charge after the 
Romans left Britain 

Columba 
An Irish abbot (head of a 

monastery) who introduced 
Christianity to Scotland. 

 

Hengest 
and Horsa 

King Vortigern’s brothers 
from Jutland (in modern day 

Denmark). They helped to keep the 
Picts and Scots out of Britain. 

King Oswald 
The king of Northumbria who 
introduced Christianity to his 

people. 

 

 

Augustine 

A Roman monk who was sent to 
Britain to persuade the Britons 
to become Christians. After his 

death, he was made a saint. 

Aidan 

An Irish monk who helped King 
Oswald introduce Christianity 
in Northumbria. He became 

the first bishop of Lindisfarne. 
 

King 
Ethelbert 

The king of Kent who was the first 
King to convert to Christianity. 

 

 

  

Anglo Saxon Timeline 

 

The Romans preferred living 
in towns but the Anglo-

Saxons preferred to live in 
small villages. 

Anglo-Saxon influence can be 
been in place names in 

Britain today. Wessex was a 
place named after the West 
Saxons who settled there. 

Sussex was named after the 
South Saxons. The kingdom 

of Mercia (which means 
border people) was named 
Mercia because it had so 
many borders with other 

kingdoms.  

408 AD – The 

first attacks take 

place by the 

Saxons, Scots, 

and Picts. 

410 AD – Rome was sacked 

by Alaric of the Goths. 

Roman legions stationed in 

Britain left to defend 

Rome. Britain was left 

vulnerable to invasion 

449 AD – King Voritgern of the 

Britons invited Hengist and Horsa 

of the Jutes to help him fight the 

Picts. They land in Kent with a 

force of Angles and Saxons. 

Hengist and Horsa settle in Kent. 

The British fought hard against the 
Anglo-Saxons but by about 600AD 

they had either been forced to escape 
or had been taken as slaves. 

Those who escaped retreated mainly 
to Wales and Cornwall. The rest of 

Britain divided into seven kingdoms: 
 

Northumbria 
Essex 

Wessex 
Sussex 
Mercia 

Kent 
East Anglia 

680 AD - The 

epic poem 

Beowulf was 

written 

789 AD - The first 

recorded Viking 

attack on English soil 

takes place on the 

Isle of Portland off 

the Dorset coast. 

843 AD - The 

Kingdom of 

Scotland was 

founded. 

991 AD - Aethelred 

paid the Vikings 

£10,000 to make them 

leave England. This 

type of payment was 

known as a Danegeld. 

994 AD - King 

Aethelred was 

forced to pay 

another 

Danegeld of 

£16,000. 

1002 AD - King 

Aethelred was 

forced to pay 

another 

Danegeld of 

£24,000 

1012 AD - 

Aethelred paid 

a Danegeld of 

£48,000 to 

stop the 

Danes. 

1066 AD - A succession crisis between 

Harold Godwinson, Harold Hardrada of 

Norway, and William of Normandy was 

triggered that resulted in the Battle of 

Hastings, the death of Harold and the 

crowning of William the Conqueror. 


